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			Economic Security

			
			
				Hart v. Colvin – Three plaintiffs who were denied of disability benefits sued Social Security for using faulty medical reports. The suit was filed in federal district court in San Francisco against the Social Security Administration (SSA) by three plaintiffs represented by Morrison & Foerster LLP, the National Senior Citizens Law Center, and the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County. The plaintiffs are sued Social Security because of the agency’s continued reliance on medical reports from a doctor who has been disqualified. The grossly deficient reports were based on cursory examinations (often lasting ten minutes or less), referenced tests that were never performed, and were inconsistent with plaintiffs’ medical records. On the basis of these faulty reports, plaintiffs who were no longer able to work were denied Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits, essential to their well-being.

Burlingame v Colvin – In March 2014, the National Senior Citizens Law Center (NSCLC) joined Disability Rights Oregon and Oregon Law Center in filing a class action lawsuit on behalf of hundreds people who stood to lose their Social Security or Supplemental Security Income benefits April 1. This situation is the result of a Social Security Administration (SSA) action disqualifying Safety Net of Oregon as a representative payee for some 1,000 people. Safety Net of Oregon is under investigation by the SSA Inspector General for $600,000 in unaccounted beneficiary funds.  As a result, many in the class faced losing their income until they managed to acquire a new payee.

US District Judge Marco A. Hernández issued a restraining order on March 26 preventing the Social Security Administration from suspending benefits for affected beneficiaries. Click here to read an update.

 Clark v. Astrue – As many as 140,000 Americans nationwide are getting their Social Security or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits restored as a result of an order issued by Judge Sidney H. Stein in a federal court in Manhattan on April 13, 2012. The benefits in question date back to October 2006 and may total $1 billion.

The Social Security Administration (SSA) filed the outlines of its implementation plan with the court on June 12, 2012.

The order is the culmination of more than five years of litigation in Clark v. Astrue – Docket No. 06-15521 (S.D.N.Y.) – a case brought against the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) challenging its practice of relying exclusively on outstanding probation and parole warrants as sufficient evidence as a basis for denying them benefits.

SSA reports that by the end of September 2013, it had processed 68,000 cases. The agency says it has now issued payments to essentially all those class members who were receiving Social Security benefits and expects to complete payments to all SSI class members by March 31, 2015.

FOR ADVOCATES: FIND THE BACKGROUND , OPINIONS, ORDERS AND OPINIONS 

FOR CONSUMERS: READ ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

 

Martinez v Astrue (U.S. District Court/Northern District of California) –  This action challenged SSA’s interpretation of the Social Security Act provision which restricts payment of persons who are “fleeing to avoid prosecution or custody or confinement after conviction” for a felony. SSA policy is to suspend or deny Social Security, SSI and Special Veterans Benefits benefits anytime there is an outstanding arrest warrant for a felony, regardless whether or not the individual has any knowledge of the criminal charges against them. SSA agreed to a settlement for the 200,000 member class and agreed that after April 1 2009, it would no longer suspend or deny benefits unless it was in relation to an escape, flight escape or flight to avoid. The deadline for implementing the settlement agreement was extended to June 2011 so that the agency could reach more class members.

American Council of the Blind, et al v. Astrue (U.S. District Court/Northern District of California) — The case was brought under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 on behalf of 3 million blind or visually impaired individuals receiving Social Security or Supplemental Security Income (SSI). A favorable decision led to the Social Security Administration agreeing to provide notices in large print and audio CD formats beginning in 2011.

 



											

		

						
				Veterans To Benefit From Policy Based on Martinez Case
									Five years after the Martinez v Astrue settlement, a case in which the NSCLC obtained $700 million in Social Security and Supplemental Security Income benefits that had been wrongfully suspended or denied to 200,000 people, the Veterans Benefits Admini...

			




							Burlingame v Colvin Update
									In a March 28, 2014 press release, Disability Rights Oregon announces that Social Security Administration has confirmed that recipients will not lose benefits April 1 because of Safety Net issue.

			




							Proskauer Receives New York State Bar Association Award
									Recognizing their pro bono work in Clark v Astrue, the New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) has honored four Proskauer lawyers with its 2013 President’s Pro Bono Service Award for the First Judicial  District.  Proskauer Partners Bettina (Betsy) ...

			




							NSCLC Joins Amicus Brief Supporting Supreme Court DOMA Challenge
									NSCLC joined in an amicus brief filed by Services & Advocacy for GLBT Elders (SAGE) on Friday, March 01, 2013 in the Supreme Court of the United States in support of Edie Windsor's constitutional challenge to Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Ac...

			




							Clark v Astrue Court Order Restoring Benefits
									As many as 140,000 Americans nationwide will get their Social Security or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits restored as a result of an order issed by Judge Sidney H. Stein in a federal court in Manhattan April 13, 2012. READ THE ORDER

			




							Clark v. Astrue: Nationwide Class Certified
									NATIONWIDE CLASS CERTIFIED IN SSA PROBATION/PAROLE CASE
A court in New York has certified a nationwide class in a successful challenge to the Social Security Administration’s policy of suspending or denying Social Security and Supplemental Security ...

			




							ACB v Astrue: Standard Print Notice Not Sufficient for Blind & Visually Impaired
									Some 3 million blind and visually impaired Social Security beneficiaries -- two thirds over age 80 -- are entitled to receive notices about their benefits in Braille or on a Microsoft CD thanks to a successful lawsuit. However, some 80% of those in the...

			




							Clark v Astrue: Plaintiffs Move for Class Certification in SSA Probation Case
									Plaintiffs have moved for certification of a nationwide class in Clark v. Astrue, (06-cv-15521 SHS, SDNY). the action challenging the Social Security Administration’s (SSA) policy of suspending or denying Social Security and Supplemental Security In...

			




							Clark v Astrue: Court of Appeals Rules SSA Policy on Probation/Parole Violators Unlawful
									The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit has ruled that the Social Security Administration’s (SSA) policy of suspending Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits whenever someone has an outstanding warrant for an alleged...

			




							SSA Ordered to Offer Blind & Visually Impaired Beneficiaries an Alternative to Standard Print Notices
									A district judge in California has issued a final judgment in a nationwide class action requiring that the Social Security Administration (SSA) offer blind or visually impaired individuals the option of receiving notices and other communications in alt...
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[image: Final-Button]Celebrate Justice In Aging April 16, Los Angeles. Click to purchase tickets and sponsorship.





	In The News
NSCLC Executive Director Kevin Prindiville calls on Congress in his latest Huffington Post blog to act to update the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program to help low-income seniors like Dollie.



NSCLC Directing Attorney Eric Carlson is quoted in a Nov. 19, 2014 article in Governing concerning Medicaid reimbursement for care outside nursing homes.

READ MORE




	NSCLC Helps
Dollie, 73, lives solely on income from Supplemental Social Security for all of her living expenses. But the program needs an update. Watch Dollie’s story and then help NSCLC restore this important poverty program.




	NSCLC on Twitter
Twitter cannot show tweets right now. Please try again.


Follow @NSCLC1
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	Events
FREE WEBINAR — March 4, 2015

The California Coordinated Care Initiative: What Advocates Need to Know – Santa Clara County

READ MORE | REGISTER

FREE WEBINAR — March 4, 2015

Medical Debt: Overview of New IRS Regulations and Industry Best Practices

READ MORE | REGISTER

	PAST EVENTS





	Reports
Unfinished Business: Designing Appeals Procedures in the Dual-Eligible Demonstrations helps stakeholders focus their advocacy about appeals on areas where a consumer voice can have the most potential to affect programs, by highlighting the many areas where appeal rights and procedures have not yet been fully developed. – December 2014

What’s In A Notice? How Notices Of Action Protect Consumers In Medicaid Managed Long-Term Services and Supports provides advocates with the specific information that must be included in each notice of action to meet due process requirements, and outlines how continuation of services and aid-paid-pending plays out in the managed LTSS context. – November 2014

Conflict Free Case Management: Themes in States Implementing New Systems provides background on conflict-free case management and reviews existing regulations and guidance. – October 2014

Action Steps for Consumers and Advocates Regarding the New Home Care Rule:  How to Prevent Service Cuts and Protect Consumer-Directed Programs provides steps that consumers and advocates should take in their states to ensure proper implementation of new federal rule. – September 2014

To view other recent reports, click here




	Consumer Information
[image: 20 Common Nursing Home Problems]

Free to advocates, families, caregivers and residents, this book provides legal tips and the information you need. FIND MORE RESOURCES
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