REPORT ON MEDIA PICKUP OF NSCLC STATEMENT ON THE SUPREME COURT DECISION ON
DOMA - JUNE 2013

The statement NSCLC released actually showed up on 162 web-based news sites. So far 162
online media have posted the statement verbatim to their sites including Boston.com (Globe),
Columbus Dispatch, Cincinatti.com (Enquirer); Newsday; Kansas City Star; Fort Worth Telegram;
Star Tribune (MN); Las Vegas Review-Journal; Inside Bay Area; Long Beach Press-Telegram;
Contra Costa Times and a dozen other CA media. A sampling appears below.
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1. ITBUSINESSNET.COM USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 27 2013 5:37AM ET
Gay marriage ruling boosts key retirement benefits

View By Mark Miller CHICAGO Reuters) The U.S. Supreme Court's decision striking down a key
provision of the Defense of Marriage Act DOMA) means that the spousal benefits of the two most
important U.S. retirement programs SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare will be extended to married,
SAME-SEX COUPLES. But for some SAME-SEX COUPLES, much will depend on how the Obama
Administration, federal agencies and courts interpret and implement the decision. SOCIAL
SECURITY and Medicare are the most important pillars of economic support for older Americans,
and their spousal benefits are among the most valuable features. SOCIAL SECURITY alone keeps
21 million seniors out of poverty, according to U.S. Census data. The survivor and spousal benefits of
these programs are a major feature, but under DOMA, they weren't available to married SAME-SEX
COUPLES. SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor rules permit widows or widowers to receive up to 100
percent of a deceased spouse's benefit or his/her own benefit, whichever is greater. And a spouse
can receive up to half of a living spouse's benefit, if it's larger than his or her own. The rules even
apply to divorced spouses in certain situations. Likewise, if a worker is eligible for SOCIAL
SECURITY disability benefits, a spouse or divorced spouse may qualify for up to 50 percent of the
disabled worker's benefit amount. The DOMA ruling also will open up valuable Medicare benefits to
some married SAME-SEX COUPLES. Medicare eligibility is based on the number of quarters in
which you have paid payroll taxes into the system. At age 65, anyone with a work history of at least
40 quarters can enroll for Medicare Part A hospitalization) without paying a premium.
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Everyone pays a premium for Part B doctors' visits) Part D prescription drugs) or a supplemental
Medical policy. Access to the entire program is predicated on Part A enrollment. However, married
spouses can enroll without paying a premium even if they don't have the requisite quarters of work
history another benefit that now will be available to SAME-SEX COUPLES. What's that worth?
Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket.

Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket. This year, the monthly Part A premium is $243 for beneficiaries with 30 to 39 quarters of work
history, and $441 for those with less than 30 quarters in the system. The extension of SOCIAL
SECURITY spousal and survivor benefits is today's most significant retirement benefit story. But
experts point to ambiguity about exactly how the DOMA decision will reverberate through the
SOCIAL SECURITY program. WHERE YOU LIVE SAME-SEX COUPLES who were married in
states recognizing gay marriage, and who still live in that state, will be recognized for purposes of
federal benefits. But the picture gets murkier for married couples who move to states that don't
recognize same-sex marriage. The SOCIAL SECURITY Act's definition of a spouse relies on the
definitions in the state where an applicant lives. What happens now to a couple that is married in a
state that recognizes legal same-sex marriage, but currently lives in one that doesn't? "I think it will
take some time to sort out which marriages will be recognized, says David Codell, legal director at
the Williams Institute, a think tank focused on sexual orientation and gender issues at the University
of California, Los Angeles School of Law. The marriages of SAME-SEX COUPLES living overseas
will be recognized, adds GERALD MCINTYRE, directing attorney of the NATIONAL SENIOR
CITIZENS LAW CENTER, because the applicable law for those couples is the District of Columbia,
which has legalized same-sex marriage. CHILDREN Children constitute a major category of SOCIAL
SECURITY beneficiaries. The SOCIAL SECURITY Administration says 4.4 million children receive
benefits because one or both of their parents are disabled, retired or deceased. Adopted children
generally are eligible to file on the record of either parent in the case of heterosexual couples, but
some states don't recognize joint adoption. That could impact SAME-SEX COUPLES who adopt,
says Webster Phillips, senior legislative representative at The National Committee to Preserve
SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare. "Prior to the repeal of DOMA, Phillips said, "a child could qualify
on a parent's record, but not on that of a stepparent. Will that change now?

Will that change now? We'll have to see how far the Obama Administration goes in the way it
interprets and implements the court's decision." Although it will take time for the federal programs to
accommodate newly eligible seniors, married spouses who think they have a claim to SOCIAL
SECURITY or Medicare benefits should apply immediately in order to qualify for the maximum
retroactive benefit, McIntyre says. "You can get six months of retroactive benefits, so it makes sense
to apply right away, even though there might be some lag time before you receive those benefits, he
says. The writer is a Reuters columnist.

GLOBALPOST.COM INTERNET, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 27 2013 1:42AM UTC
Gay marriage ruling boosts key retirement benefits

view CHICAGO Reuters) The U.S. Supreme Court's decision striking down a key provision of
the Defense of Marriage Act DOMA) means that the spousal benefits of the two most important U.S.
retirement programs SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare will be extended to married, SAME-SEX
COUPLES. But for some SAME-SEX COUPLES, much will depend on how the Obama
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Administration, federal agencies and courts interpret and implement the decision. SOCIAL
SECURITY and Medicare are the most important pillars of economic support for older Americans,
and their spousal benefits are among the most valuable features. SOCIAL SECURITY alone keeps
21 million seniors out of poverty, according to U.S. Census data. The survivor and spousal benefits of
these programs are a major feature, but under DOMA, they weren't available to married SAME-SEX
COUPLES. SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor rules permit widows or widowers to receive up to 100
percent of a deceased spouse's benefit or his/her own benefit, whichever is greater. And a spouse
can receive up to half of a living spouse's benefit, if it's larger than his or her own. The rules even
apply to divorced spouses in certain situations. Likewise, if a worker is eligible for SOCIAL
SECURITY disability benefits, a spouse or divorced spouse may qualify for up to 50 percent of the
disabled worker's benefit amount. The DOMA ruling also will open up valuable Medicare benefits to
some married SAME-SEX COUPLES. Medicare eligibility is based on the number of quarters in
which you have paid payroll taxes into the system. At age 65, anyone with a work history of at least
40 quarters can enroll for Medicare Part A hospitalization) without paying a premium.

Everyone pays a premium for Part B doctors' visits) Part D prescription drugs) or a supplemental
Medical policy. Access to the entire program is predicated on Part A enrollment. However, married
spouses can enroll without paying a premium even if they don't have the requisite quarters of work
history another benefit that now will be available to SAME-SEX COUPLES. What's that worth?
Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket.

Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket. This year, the monthly Part A premium is $243 for beneficiaries with 30 to 39 quarters of work
history, and $441 for those with less than 30 quarters in the system. The extension of SOCIAL
SECURITY spousal and survivor benefits is today's most significant retirement benefit story. But
experts point to ambiguity about exactly how the DOMA decision will reverberate through the
SOCIAL SECURITY program. WHERE YOU LIVE SAME-SEX COUPLES who were married in
states recognizing gay marriage, and who still live in that state, will be recognized for purposes of
federal benefits. But the picture gets murkier for married couples who move to states that don't
recognize same-sex marriage. The SOCIAL SECURITY Act's definition of a spouse relies on the
definitions in the state where an applicant lives. What happens now to a couple that is married in a
state that recognizes legal same-sex marriage, but currently lives in one that doesn't? "I think it will
take some time to sort out which marriages will be recognized, says David Codell, legal director at
the Williams Institute, a think tank focused on sexual orientation and gender issues at the University
of California, Los Angeles School of Law. The marriages of SAME-SEX COUPLES living overseas
will be recognized, adds GERALD MCINTYRE, directing attorney of the NATIONAL SENIOR
CITIZENS LAW CENTER, because the applicable law for those couples is the District of Columbia,
which has legalized same-sex marriage. CHILDREN Children constitute a major category of SOCIAL
SECURITY beneficiaries. The SOCIAL SECURITY Administration says 4.4 million children receive
benefits because one or both of their parents are disabled, retired or deceased. Adopted children
generally are eligible to file on the record of either parent in the case of heterosexual couples, but
some states don't recognize joint adoption. That could impact SAME-SEX COUPLES who adopt,
says Webster Phillips, senior legislative representative at The National Committee to Preserve
SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare. "Prior to the repeal of DOMA, Phillips said, "a child could qualify
on a parent's record, but not on that of a stepparent. Will that change now?

Will that change now? We'll have to see how far the Obama Administration goes in the way it
interprets and implements the court's decision."Although it will take time for the federal programs to
accommodate newly eligible seniors, married spouses who think they have a claim to SOCIAL
SECURITY or Medicare benefits should apply immediately in order to qualify for the maximum



retroactive benefit, Mcintyre says. "You can get six months of retroactive benefits, so it makes sense
to apply right away, even though there might be some lag time before you receive those benefits, he
says. The writer is a Reuters columnist.

CNBC.COM TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59
JUN 26 2013 8:41PM CT
COLUMN-Gay marriage ruling boosts key retirement benefits

View The writer is a Reuters columnist. The opinions expressed are his own.CHICAGO, June 26
Reuters) The U.S. Supreme Court's decision striking down a key provision of the Defense of
Marriage Act DOMA) means that the spousal benefits of the two most important U.S. retirement
programs SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare will be extended to married, SAME-SEX COUPLES.
But for some SAME-SEX COUPLES, much will depend on how the Obama Administration, federal
agencies and courts interpret and implement the decision. SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare are the
most important pillars of economic support for older Americans, and their spousal benefits are among
the most valuable features. SOCIAL SECURITY alone keeps 21 million seniors out of poverty,
according to U.S. Census data. The survivor and spousal benefits of these programs are a major
feature, but under DOMA, they weren't available to married SAME-SEX COUPLES. SOCIAL
SECURITY'S survivor rules permit widows or widowers to receive up to 100 percent of a deceased
spouse's benefit or his/her own benefit, whichever is greater. And a spouse can receive up to half of
a living spouse's benefit, if it's larger than his or her own. The rules even apply to divorced spouses in
certain situations. Likewise, if a worker is eligible for SOCIAL SECURITY disability benefits, a spouse
or divorced spouse may qualify for up to 50 percent of the disabled worker's benefit amount. The
DOMA ruling also will open up valuable Medicare benefits to some married SAME-SEX COUPLES.
Medicare eligibility is based on the number of quarters in which you have paid payroll taxes into the
system. At age 65, anyone with a work history of at least 40 quarters can enroll for Medicare Part A
hospitalization) without paying a premium.

Everyone pays a premium for Part B doctors' visits) Part D prescription drugs) or a supplemental
Medical policy. Access to the entire program is predicated on Part A enroliment. However, married
spouses can enroll without paying a premium even if they don't have the requisite quarters of work
history another benefit that now will be available to SAME-SEX COUPLES. What's that worth?
Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket.

Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket. This year, the monthly Part A premium is $243 for beneficiaries with 30 to 39 quarters of work
history, and $441 for those with less than 30 quarters in the system. The extension of SOCIAL
SECURITY spousal and survivor benefits is today's most significant retirement benefit story. But
experts point to ambiguity about exactly how the DOMA decision will reverberate through the
SOCIAL SECURITY program. SAME-SEX COUPLES who were married in states recognizing gay
marriage, and who still live in that state, will be recognized for purposes of federal benefits. But the
picture gets murkier for married couples who move to states that don't recognize same-sex marriage.
The SOCIAL SECURITY Act's definition of a spouse relies on the definitions in the state where an
applicant lives. What happens now to a couple that is married in a state that recognizes legal same-
sex marriage, but currently lives in one that doesn't? "l think it will take some time to sort out which
marriages will be recognized, says David Codell, legal director at the Williams Institute, a think tank
focused on sexual orientation and gender issues at the University of California, Los Angeles School
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of Law. The marriages of SAME-SEX COUPLES living overseas will be recognized, adds GERALD
MCINTYRE, directing attorney of the NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER, because the
applicable law for those couples is the District of Columbia, which has legalized same-sex marriage.
Children constitute a major category of SOCIAL SECURITY beneficiaries. The SOCIAL SECURITY
Administration says 4.4 million children receive benefits because one or both of their parents are
disabled, retired or deceased. Adopted children generally are eligible to file on the record of either
parent in the case of heterosexual couples, but some states don't recognize joint adoption. That
could impact SAME-SEX COUPLES who adopt, says Webster Phillips, senior legislative
representative at The National Committee to Preserve SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare. "Prior to
the repeal of DOMA, Phillips said, "a child could qualify on a parent's record, but not on that of a
stepparent. Will that change now?

Will that change now? We'll have to see how far the Obama Administration goes in the way it
interprets and implements the court's decision."Although it will take time for the federal programs to
accommodate newly eligible seniors, married spouses who think they have a claim to SOCIAL
SECURITY or Medicare benefits should apply immediately in order to qualify for the maximum
retroactive benefit, Mcintyre says. "You can get six months of retroactive benefits, so it makes sense
to apply right away, even though there might be some lag time before you receive those benefits, he
says. Follow us zReutersMoney or at http:www.

ISTOCKANALYST USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 4:18PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

Pview WASHINGTON, June 26, 2013 PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR
CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of
Marriage Act. The decision to find DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex
married couples who will now enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other
married couples. Without SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can
easily become penniless. Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex
married couples, meaning, for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a
nursing home, the spouse who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources.
Same sex older adults are less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of
financial security can have serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied
access to benefits, from SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX
COUPLES. This decision will free many same sex married couples from concerns about their
economic and health care security. The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a nhon-
profit organization whose principal mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through
advocacy, litigation, and the education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the
health and economic security of those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts
for all. For more information, visit our Web site at wvw.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR
CITIZENS LAW CENTER Source: PR Newswire Source: Quotemedia)

PR NEWSWIRE USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 3:43PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA
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View WASHINGTON Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex
married couples, meaning, for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a
nursing home, the spouse who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources.
Same sex older adults are less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of
financial security can have serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied
access to benefits, from SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX
COUPLES. This decision will free many same sex married couples from concerns about their
economic and health care security. The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-
profit organization whose principal mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through
advocacy, litigation, and the education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the
health and economic security of those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts
for all. For more information, visit our Web site at wvw.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR
CITIZENS LAW CENTER Apr 17, 2013, 15:00 ET Visit for releases, photos, ProfNet experts, and
customized feeds just for Media. View and download archived video content distributed by MultiVu on
Next in Browse our custom packages or build your own to meet your unique communications needs.

PR NEWSWIRE USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 3:00PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

View WASHINGTON, June 26, 2013 PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR
CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the

STREET INSIDER USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 3:40PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

View Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples,
meaning, for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the
spouse who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older
adults are less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security
can have serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits,
from SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision
will free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care
security. The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose
principal mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and
the education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic
security of those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more
information, visit our Web site at www.NSCLC.ORG.

SYS-CON MEDIA USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 3:50PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA
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10.

View PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at wvw.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER

SYS-CON MEDIA USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 3:39PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

*view PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at www.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER
Copyright 2007 PR Newswire. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of PRNewswire
content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of PRNewswire.
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JUN 26 2013 9:04PM ET
Gay marriage ruling boosts key retirement benefits
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View People celebrate during a television interview outside City Hall in West Hollywood,
California, after the U.S. Supreme court ruled on California's Proposition 8 and the federal Defense of
Marriage Act June 26, 2013. REUTERS/Jonathan Alcorn CHICAGO Reuters) The U.S. Supreme
Court's decision striking down a key provision of the Defense of Marriage Act DOMA) means that the
spousal benefits of the two most important U.S. retirement programs SOCIAL SECURITY and
Medicare will be extended to married, SAME-SEX COUPLES. But for some SAME-SEX COUPLES,
much will depend on how the Obama Administration, federal agencies and courts interpret and
implement the decision. SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare are the most important pillars of
economic support for older Americans, and their spousal benefits are among the most valuable
features. SOCIAL SECURITY alone keeps 21 million seniors out of poverty, according to U.S.
Census data. The survivor and spousal benefits of these programs are a major feature, but under
DOMA, they weren't available to married SAME-SEX COUPLES. SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor
rules permit widows or widowers to receive up to 100 percent of a deceased spouse'’s benefit or
his/her own benefit, whichever is greater. And a spouse can receive up to half of a living spouse's
benefit, if it's larger than his or her own. The rules even apply to divorced spouses in certain
situations. Likewise, if a worker is eligible for SOCIAL SECURITY disability benefits, a spouse or
divorced spouse may qualify for up to 50 percent of the disabled worker's benefit amount. The DOMA
ruling also will open up valuable Medicare benefits to some married SAME-SEX COUPLES.
Medicare eligibility is based on the number of quarters in which you have paid payroll taxes into the
system. At age 65, anyone with a work history of at least 40 quarters can enroll for Medicare Part A
hospitalization) without paying a premium.

Everyone pays a premium for Part B doctors' visits) Part D prescription drugs) or a supplemental
Medical policy. Access to the entire program is predicated on Part A enrollment. However, married
spouses can enroll without paying a premium even if they don't have the requisite quarters of work
history another benefit that now will be available to SAME-SEX COUPLES. What's that worth?
Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket.

Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket. This year, the monthly Part A premium is $243 for beneficiaries with 30 to 39 quarters of work
history, and $441 for those with less than 30 quarters in the system. The extension of SOCIAL
SECURITY spousal and survivor benefits is today's most significant retirement benefit story. But
experts point to ambiguity about exactly how the DOMA decision will reverberate through the
SOCIAL SECURITY program. SAME-SEX COUPLES who were married in states recognizing gay
marriage, and who still live in that state, will be recognized for purposes of federal benefits. But the
picture gets murkier for married couples who move to states that don't recognize same-sex marriage.
The SOCIAL SECURITY Act's definition of a spouse relies on the definitions in the state where an
applicant lives. What happens now to a couple that is married in a state that recognizes legal same-
sex marriage, but currently lives in one that doesn't? "l think it will take some time to sort out which
marriages will be recognized, says David Codell, legal director at the Williams Institute, a think tank
focused on sexual orientation and gender issues at the University of California, Los Angeles School
of Law. The marriages of SAME-SEX COUPLES living overseas will be recognized, adds GERALD
MCINTYRE, directing attorney of the NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER, because the
applicable law for those couples is the District of Columbia, which has legalized same-sex marriage.
Children constitute a major category of SOCIAL SECURITY beneficiaries. The SOCIAL SECURITY
Administration says 4.4 million children receive benefits because one or both of their parents are
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disabled, retired or deceased. Adopted children generally are eligible to file on the record of either
parent in the case of heterosexual couples, but some states don't recognize joint adoption. That
could impact SAME-SEX COUPLES who adopt, says Webster Phillips, senior legislative
representative at The National Committee to Preserve SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare. "Prior to
the repeal of DOMA, Phillips said, "a child could qualify on a parent's record, but not on that of a
stepparent. Will that change now?

Will that change now? We'll have to see how far the Obama Administration goes in the way it
interprets and implements the court's decision."Although it will take time for the federal programs to
accommodate newly eligible seniors, married spouses who think they have a claim to SOCIAL
SECURITY or Medicare benefits should apply immediately in order to qualify for the maximum
retroactive benefit, McIntyre says. "You can get six months of retroactive benefits, so it makes sense
to apply right away, even though there might be some lag time before you receive those benefits, he
says. The writer is a Reuters columnist.

YAHOO NEWS USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 3:57PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

view PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at wwvw.NSCLC.ORG SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER

YAHOO NEWS USA, MARKET RANK: N/A
JUN 26 2013 3:56PM ET
Statement On Supreme Court's Decision

View PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
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Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at www.NSCLC.ORG SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER
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View By NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER WASHINGTON, June 26, 2013
PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds the
Supreme
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View Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples,
meaning, for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the
spouse who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older
adults are less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security
can have serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits,
from SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision
will free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care
security. The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose
principal mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and
the education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic
security of those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more
information, visit our Web site at www.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW
CENTER
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View PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at wvw.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER
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Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

View PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.

REUTERS
JUN 26 2013 9:19PM UTC
COLUMN-Gay marriage ruling boosts key retirement benefits

view The U.S. Supreme Court's decision striking down a key provision of the Defense of
Marriage Act DOMA) means that the spousal benefits of the two most important U.S. retirement
programs SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare will be extended to married, SAME-SEX COUPLES.
The writer is a Reuters columnist. The opinions expressed are his own. But for some SAME-SEX
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COUPLES, much will depend on how the Obama Administration, federal agencies and courts
interpret and implement the decision. SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare are the most important
pillars of economic support for older Americans, and their spousal benefits are among the most
valuable features. SOCIAL SECURITY alone keeps 21 million seniors out of poverty, according to
U.S. Census data. The survivor and spousal benefits of these programs are a major feature, but
under DOMA, they weren't available to married SAME-SEX COUPLES. SOCIAL SECURITY'S
survivor rules permit widows or widowers to receive up to 100 percent of a deceased spouse's
benefit or his/her own benefit, whichever is greater. And a spouse can receive up to half of a living
spouse's benefit, if it's larger than his or her own. The rules even apply to divorced spouses in certain
situations. Likewise, if a worker is eligible for SOCIAL SECURITY disability benefits, a spouse or
divorced spouse may qualify for up to 50 percent of the disabled worker's benefit amount. The DOMA
ruling also will open up valuable Medicare benefits to some married SAME-SEX COUPLES.
Medicare eligibility is based on the number of quarters in which you have paid payroll taxes into the
system. At age 65, anyone with a work history of at least 40 quarters can enroll for Medicare Part A
hospitalization) without paying a premium.

Everyone pays a premium for Part B doctors' visits) Part D prescription drugs) or a supplemental
Medical policy. Access to the entire program is predicated on Part A enrollment. However, married
spouses can enroll without paying a premium even if they don't have the requisite quarters of work
history another benefit that now will be available to SAME-SEX COUPLES. What's that worth?
Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket.

Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket. This year, the monthly Part A premium is $243 for beneficiaries with 30 to 39 quarters of work
history, and $441 for those with less than 30 quarters in the system. The extension of SOCIAL
SECURITY spousal and survivor benefits is today's most significant retirement benefit story. But
experts point to ambiguity about exactly how the DOMA decision will reverberate through the
SOCIAL SECURITY program. SAME-SEX COUPLES who were married in states recognizing gay
marriage, and who still live in that state, will be recognized for purposes of federal benefits. But the
picture gets murkier for married couples who move to states that don't recognize same-sex marriage.
The SOCIAL SECURITY Act's definition of a spouse relies on the definitions in the state where an
applicant lives. What happens now to a couple that is married in a state that recognizes legal same-
sex marriage, but currently lives in one that doesn't? "l think it will take some time to sort out which
marriages will be recognized, says David Codell, legal director at the Williams Institute, a think tank
focused on sexual orientation and gender issues at the University of California, Los Angeles School
of Law. The marriages of SAME-SEX COUPLES living overseas will be recognized, adds GERALD
MCINTYRE, directing attorney of the NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER, because the
applicable law for those couples is the District of Columbia, which has legalized same-sex marriage.
Children constitute a major category of SOCIAL SECURITY beneficiaries. The SOCIAL SECURITY
Administration says 4.4 million children receive benefits because one or both of their parents are
disabled, retired or deceased. Adopted children generally are eligible to file on the record of either
parent in the case of heterosexual couples, but some states don't recognize joint adoption. That
could impact SAME-SEX COUPLES who adopt, says Webster Phillips, senior legislative
representative at The National Committee to Preserve SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare. "Prior to
the repeal of DOMA, Phillips said, "a child could qualify on a parent's record, but not on that of a
stepparent. Will that change now?

Will that change now? We'll have to see how far the Obama Administration goes in the way it
interprets and implements the court's decision."Although it will take time for the federal programs to
accommodate newly eligible seniors, married spouses who think they have a claim to SOCIAL
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SECURITY or Medicare benefits should apply immediately in order to qualify for the maximum
retroactive benefit, Mcintyre says. "You can get six months of retroactive benefits, so it makes sense
to apply right away, even though there might be some lag time before you receive those benefits, he
says.

REUTERS
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COLUMN-Gay marriage ruling boosts key retirement benefits

View 9:38pm BST The writer is a Reuters columnist. The opinions expressed are his own.By
Mark Miller CHICAGO, June 26 Reuters) The U.S. Supreme Court's decision striking down a key
provision of the Defense of Marriage Act DOMA) means that the spousal benefits of the two most
important U.S. retirement programs SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare will be extended to married,
SAME-SEX COUPLES. But for some SAME-SEX COUPLES, much will depend on how the Obama
Administration, federal agencies and courts interpret and implement the decision. SOCIAL
SECURITY and Medicare are the most important pillars of economic support for older Americans,
and their spousal benefits are among the most valuable features. SOCIAL SECURITY alone keeps
21 million seniors out of poverty, according to U.S. Census data. The survivor and spousal benefits of
these programs are a major feature, but under DOMA, they weren't available to married SAME-SEX
COUPLES. SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor rules permit widows or widowers to receive up to 100
percent of a deceased spouse's benefit or his/her own benefit, whichever is greater. And a spouse
can receive up to half of a living spouse's benefit, if it's larger than his or her own. The rules even
apply to divorced spouses in certain situations. Likewise, if a worker is eligible for SOCIAL
SECURITY disability benefits, a spouse or divorced spouse may qualify for up to 50 percent of the
disabled worker's benefit amount. The DOMA ruling also will open up valuable Medicare benefits to
some married SAME-SEX COUPLES. Medicare eligibility is based on the number of quarters in
which you have paid payroll taxes into the system. At age 65, anyone with a work history of at least
40 quarters can enroll for Medicare Part A hospitalization) without paying a premium.

Everyone pays a premium for Part B doctors' visits) Part D prescription drugs) or a supplemental
Medical policy. Access to the entire program is predicated on Part A enroliment. However, married
spouses can enroll without paying a premium even if they don't have the requisite quarters of work
history another benefit that now will be available to SAME-SEX COUPLES. What's that worth?
Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket.

Seniors without adequate work credits can buy into the system by paying a Part A premium out of
pocket. This year, the monthly Part A premium is $243 for beneficiaries with 30 to 39 quarters of work
history, and $441 for those with less than 30 quarters in the system. The extension of SOCIAL
SECURITY spousal and survivor benefits is today's most significant retirement benefit story. But
experts point to ambiguity about exactly how the DOMA decision will reverberate through the
SOCIAL SECURITY program. WHERE YOU LIVE SAME-SEX COUPLES who were married in
states recognizing gay marriage, and who still live in that state, will be recognized for purposes of
federal benefits. But the picture gets murkier for married couples who move to states that don't
recognize same-sex marriage. The SOCIAL SECURITY Act's definition of a spouse relies on the
definitions in the state where an applicant lives. What happens now to a couple that is married in a
state that recognizes legal same-sex marriage, but currently lives in one that doesn't? "I think it will
take some time to sort out which marriages will be recognized, says David Codell, legal director at
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the Williams Institute, a think tank focused on sexual orientation and gender issues at the University
of California, Los Angeles School of Law. The marriages of SAME-SEX COUPLES living overseas
will be recognized, adds GERALD MCINTYRE, directing attorney of the NATIONAL SENIOR
CITIZENS LAW CENTER, because the applicable law for those couples is the District of Columbia,
which has legalized same-sex marriage. CHILDREN Children constitute a major category of SOCIAL
SECURITY beneficiaries. The SOCIAL SECURITY Administration says 4.4 million children receive
benefits because one or both of their parents are disabled, retired or deceased. Adopted children
generally are eligible to file on the record of either parent in the case of heterosexual couples, but
some states don't recognize joint adoption. That could impact SAME-SEX COUPLES who adopt,
says Webster Phillips, senior legislative representative at The National Committee to Preserve
SOCIAL SECURITY and Medicare. "Prior to the repeal of DOMA, Phillips said, "a child could qualify
on a parent's record, but not on that of a stepparent. Will that change now?

Will that change now? We'll have to see how far the Obama Administration goes in the way it
interprets and implements the court's decision."Although it will take time for the federal programs to
accommodate newly eligible seniors, married spouses who think they have a claim to SOCIAL
SECURITY or Medicare benefits should apply immediately in order to qualify for the maximum
retroactive benefit, McIntyre says. "You can get six months of retroactive benefits, so it makes sense
to apply right away, even though there might be some lag time before you receive those benefits, he
says. For more from Mark Miller, see link.

REUTERS
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Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

view PR Newswire WASHINGTON, June 26, 2013 WASHINGTON, June 26, 2013
PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds the
Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find DOMA
unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now enjoy the
same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without SOCIAL
SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.Similarly,
Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning, for
example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse who
is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources.Same sex older adults are less
financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at wvw.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER
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View The American Society on Aging ASA) applauds the United States Supreme Court decision
ruling a key provision of the federal Defense of Marriage Act DOMA) to be unconstitutional. The
American Society on Aging is committed to supporting professionals across the nation in their goal to
improve the quality of life for older adults. For this reason, ASA joined Services & Advocacy for LGBT
Elders SAGE) The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER, The National Hispanic Council
on Aging, The Southeast Asia Resource Action Center, and the National Organization of SOCIAL
SECURITY Claimants Representatives in filing amici briefs at both the 2nd Circuit Court and the in
the U.S. Supreme Court in support of Edie Windsors constitutional challenge to Section 3 of the
Defense of Marriage Act DOMA)Louis Colbert, Chair of ASAs Board of Directors and Vice President,
Operations at Philadelphia Corporation for Aging said ASA welcomes the Supreme Courts decision
today to strike down the federal Defense of Marriage Act. As an organization with a proud history
advocating for the well-being of older Americans from every community, were happy to have joined
the plaintiffs in this case with an amici brief, and believe the ruling validates our position that equal
protection under the law made the legislation untenable.

Older lesbian and gay couples were especially hard hit by DOMA, and their health, well-being and
quality of life will now be vastly improved. Congratulations to Edie, a longtime SAGE hero, on
breaking down another barrier to full equality for LGBT elders! Windsors case highlighted the real
harms that DOMA causes legally married older SAME-SEX COUPLES. LGBT elders are less
financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security has serious
impacts on their mental and physical health. Many LGBT elders, like many of their heterosexual
peers, rely on federally provided benefits, programs and protections to help ease their financial
burdens. Many of these federal benefits, from SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, are founded on the
presumption of marriage, yet DOMA denied access to these benefits even to legally married SAME-
SEX COUPLES. Paula Basta, MDiv, Regional Director, Northeast Levy) Senior Center at the
Chicago Department of Family and Support ServicesSenior Services, and Chair of ASAs LGBT
Aging Issues Network LAIN) Council says, We ASA) are thrilled with the SCOTUS decision today
that strikes down DOMA. It is a day to celebrate equality, love, and commitment and secures the
equal treatment of two people who love each other from this day forward.

DIGITALJOURNAL.COM INTERNET, MARKET RANK: N/A
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Statement On Supreme Court's Decision On DOMA

View PR Newswire WASHINGTON, June 26, 2013 WASHINGTON Similarly, Medicaid spousal
impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning, for example, that if Medicaid
is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse who is living at home will not
be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are less financially secure than
American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have serious impacts on their
mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from SOCIAL SECURITY to
Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will free many same sex
married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security. The NATIONAL
SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal mission is to protect
the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the education and counseling
of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of those with limited income
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and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit our Web site at
www.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER
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Elizabeth OBrien

*view While the countrys nearly 2,000 CCRCs, as theyre called, may indeed deliver on this
promise, nothings ever as simple as the glossy brochures make it appear. CCRCs are a pricey
investment tied to a complex contractand the consequences of being underinformed or
undereducated can be serious. People need to have their eyes wide open when they enter a
continuing care arrangement with a big upfront payment, said ERIC CARLSON, a directing attorney
with the NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER, an advocacy group. Here are some
questions to ask before you or a loved one commits to joining one: Is my entrance fee refundable?
The average entrance fee for a CCRC is $280,618, according to the National Investment Center for
the Seniors Housing Care Industry, a nonprofit organization that facilitates investment in the senior
housing and care sector.
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*view PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at www.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER
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*View PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Sponsored by: Same sex
older adults are less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial
security can have serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to
benefits, from SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This
decision will free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health
care security. The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose
principal mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and
the education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic
security of those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more
information, visit our Web site at wvw.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW
CENTER
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*view PRNewswire-USNewswire/ The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER applauds
the Supreme Court's historic decision today on the Defense of Marriage Act. The decision to find
DOMA unconstitutional has special significance for older same sex married couples who will now
enjoy the same rights to SOCIAL SECURITY spousal benefits as other married couples. Without
SOCIAL SECURITY'S survivor benefits, many same sex partners can easily become penniless.
Similarly, Medicaid spousal impoverishment rules now apply to same sex married couples, meaning,
for example, that if Medicaid is paying for a spouse's long term care in a nursing home, the spouse
who is living at home will not be left with little or no income or resources. Same sex older adults are
less financially secure than American elders as a whole, and this lack of financial security can have
serious impacts on their mental and physical health. DOMA has denied access to benefits, from
SOCIAL SECURITY to Medicare, even to legally married SAME-SEX COUPLES. This decision will
free many same sex married couples from concerns about their economic and health care security.
The NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER is a non-profit organization whose principal
mission is to protect the rights of low-income older adults. Through advocacy, litigation, and the
education and counseling of local advocates, we seek to ensure the health and economic security of
those with limited income and resources, and access to the courts for all. For more information, visit
our Web site at www.NSCLC.ORG. SOURCE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS LAW CENTER
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